
OLVER AND NEAL ANNOUNCE $18 MILLION FOR BARNES AND WESTOVER

  

$6.7 Million for a New Reserve Training Facility               at Westover Air Force Reserve Base 

$7.450 Million for Renovation to Airman Quarters               at Westover Air Force Reserve
Base

$4 Million for a New Taxiway at Barnes Air National               Guard Base    

Washington – Congressmen John W. Olver (D-1st District) and               Richard E. Neal (D-2nd District) announced today that the House               of Representatives has passed the FY ‘01 Military Construction               Appropriations bill which includes over $18 million for Barnes Air               National Guard Base in Westfield and Westover Air Force Reserve               Base in Chicopee. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the               legislation is due by October 1, 2000, the beginning of the Fiscal               Year 2001.

Congressman Olver is Ranking Member (Top Democrat) on the Military               Construction Subcommittee on Appropriations and worked closely with               Congressman Neal to identify the needs of the two bases.

Olver will sit on the conference committee which hammers out the               differences between the House and Senate bill. Olver said that he               will work closely with his colleagues in the Senate to ensure that               the projects maintain full funding in the final legislation to be               passed later this year.

Olver said, "This funding is specifically aimed at improving the               housing, training and safety of the two local bases. When servicemen               and women volunteer to serve their country, we have an obligation               to ensure that their work environment is safe, challenging and rewarding."

Olver continued, "My job on the Military Construction Subcommittee               is to improve the quality of life for our men and women in uniform               in Massachusetts, throughout the nation and overseas. I am fortunate               to be able to use my position to better the lives of military personnel               in Western Massachusetts."

"Since 1940, Westover has played a critical role in the national               security of the United States. As the largest existing Air Reserve               Base, with its mission to protect and defend our nation, it continues               to perform that important function. That is why I am proud to join               Congressman Olver in announcing that the House has approved over               $14 million in funding for the base. This assistance will allow               the base to make long overdue improvements to its infrastructure.               The brave men and women who serve at Westover deserve nothing less,"               said Congressman Richard E. Neal.

The following is background and information.

$6.7 Million for a New Reserve Training Facility             at Westover

The Marine Reserve Units at Westover, Marine Wing Support Squadron               474, Detachment B and Marine Air Support Squadron 6, were considering               a move to Fort Devens because of the inadequacy of their facilities               at Westover. The two units have been forced to use eight duplex               houses built in the 1950's as a reserve center. Congressman Olver               and Congressman Neal successfully worked with the Marines over the               last six months to identify and fund the Marines need for a new               Reserve Training Facility.

The Marines moved to Westover in 1996 from South Weymouth Naval               Air Station. South Weymouth was closed under the Base Realignment               and Closure Act (BRAC).
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$7.450 Million for Renovation                 to Airman Quarters at Westover

This funding would be used to renovate two visiting airman lodging               facilities, building numbers 5104 and

5105. Each facility will be provided with 77 private rooms with               private baths. Three of the floors will be American Disabilities               Act (ADA) compliant. There will also be an officers room in each               facility. The balance of the rooms will be 149 square feet each,               plus a bath. An elevator will also be provided to comply with ADA               constructions standards. Insulation and updated heating and cooling               systems will be installed for energy efficiency and comfort control.

The existing buildings were constructed in 1957 and have not been               renovated since that time. Each facility has central latrines which               provide no privacy. The antiquated climate control systems require               constant maintenance and do not provide comfortable levels of heating               and cooling.

The current facilities also do not meet the Air Force lodging facility               standard of private room with private baths. Troops must use down-the-hall               (gang) latrines for showering, shaving, etc. This severely limits               the privacy due all individuals and does not meet Air Force quality               of life goals.

"This funding will have a significant impact on recruitment and               retention as morale will be increased and troops will finally have               decent living conditions," Olver said.
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$4 million for a New Taxiway                 at Barnes

"The new taxiway will allow quicker access, minimize ground delays,               and ultimately enhance the overall safety of the airport," Olver               said. This was a priority project for Barnes and I am pleased to               have included the funding in the bill."

The 104th fighter wing requires a new taxiway to allow safe ground               movement of their A-10 aircraft. Currently, civilian aviation at               Barnes must cross the military aircraft parking ramp to gain access               to the runway. This causes excessive ground delays and puts civilian               aircraft at risk. The new taxiway would allow civilian aviation               aircraft traffic to be rerouted and eliminate the requirement to               cross the military aircraft parking apron. The location of the cross               taxiway would also allow quicker access to the active runway for               fire-crash rescue vehicles.

The new taxiway will be approximately 1,685 feet long and 75 feet               wide and will be parallel to Runway 20. In addition, there will                be a cross taxiway approximately 740 feet by 75 feet wide from existing               Taxiway G (near the fire station) to Runway 20. This combination               will allow civilian aviation traffic to be rerouted and will eliminate               a requirement to cross the military aircraft parking apron. The               location of the cross taxiway will also allow quicker access to               the active runway for fire crash/rescue vehicles. Additionally,               Taxiway "G" will be widened at its north end to approximately 700               feet long and 25 feet wide with a 100 foot transition at the apron,               to allow access to Runway 20 by large military aircraft.
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Base Contacts:

Barnes - Lt Col Michael Boulanger - 413-568-9151 ext 1220
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Westover Air Force - Lt Col Martin Mazick - 413-557-3562

Westover Marine Reserve - Lt. Col Dave Smith - 413-593-2232
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